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The U.S. Food Waste Challenge 
Why so much food waste? 
Two characteristics of food help explain high amounts of waste  
 
• Food is a logistical nightmare 
– Variable 
– Highly perishable 
– Lumpy production stream: That’s a lot of watermelon! 
 
• Food waste is often the least-cost option for individuals, 
firms and organizations 
– Food waste may be less expensive than high-priced 
harvesting, storage, distribution, processing, and 
preparation – particularly in cases of low returns 
– Dumping food scraps and waste into landfills or drains 
may be less expensive than donations, composting or 
other options 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Food waste may not be the least-cost  
solution for society* 
• Food security  
• Environment 
• Climate change 
Food waste has widespread  
ramifications: 
*But sometimes it might be 
U.S. policy targeting food waste (I) 
Public goods 
 
• Infrastructure 
– Roads, rail and waterways 
– Waste recycling infrastructures  
 
• Markets 
– Are markets working to efficiently allocate product and 
reduce waste? 
U.S. policy targeting food waste (II) 
Better align private incentives with public objectives 
• The Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Act provides limited 
liability to businesses donating food 
• Federal tax deductions provide incentives to businesses 
to donate food 
• Federal Food Donation Act encourages Federal 
agencies and contractors of Federal agencies to donate 
excess food  
• Landfill restrictions for organic waste encourage 
recycling (local government regulations in the U.S.) 
 
 
U.S. policy targeting food waste (III) 
Cultivate innovation to help make reducing waste 
the cost-effective option   
 
USDA is investing in research on  
• New technologies for reducing spoilage of fresh 
foods 
• New products from food waste at farms and food 
processing facilities   
 
Private investors are competing for the $161 
billion food waste market 
 
U.S. policy targeting food waste (IV) 
USDA programs and policies?  New commitments:  
– Reduce food waste in the school-meals programs 
– Educate consumers about food storage 
– Streamline procedures for donating misbranded meat 
and poultry 
– Facilitate donation of out-of-standard  
imported produce 
– Develop a meat composting program  
for inspection samples   
– Update estimates the amount of food loss 
 
 
 
 
U.S. policy targeting food waste (V) 
Raise Awareness 
 
We have been doing this for some time….. 



U.S. policy targeting food waste (V) 
Raise awareness and educate 
 
• EPA’s Food Recovery Challenge (2010) 
EPA offers businesses and organizations access to data 
management software and technical assistance to help them 
measure and reduce their food waste 
 
• EPA’s Food: Too Good to Waste (2012) 
Community development toolkit to help families and individuals 
waste less food at home – currently being piloted in over 14 
communities in the U.S.  
 
• U.S. Food Waste Challenge (2013) 
USDA and EPA launched the US Food Waste Challenge to 
encourage more widespread action on food waste.  To join, 
participants either list their activities to reduce, recover or 
recycle food waste—or work with EPA’s Food Recovery 
Challenge 
Goal of the U.S. Food Waste Challenge 
• Disseminate information about the best practices to reduce, 
recover, and recycle food waste 
• Stimulate the development of more of these practices across 
the entire U.S. food chain.  
• Provide a snapshot of the country’s commitment to—and 
successes in—reducing, recovering, and recycling food 
waste. 
 
Over 1,000 participants by October 2014 
 
 
For more information 
  
http://www.usda.gov/oce/foodwaste 
(Or google US Food Waste Challenge) 
